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SAMPLE SLABS 

SECOND EDITION 



DAVID SCHWAGER 


The Book is Back 

Sold out for more than a year, the Sample Slabs 
second edition book is back in print, with the 
printed softcover available for immediate 
shipping. Increasing numbers of people 
requested printed books, so I ordered a second 
print run. No price increase - still $29 shipped. 

To purchase the 620-page printed softcover, 
email me at davidschwager@hotmail.com . I will 
send you a PayPal invoice, or if you prefer, an 
address to mail a check. 

Also available on eBay. As always, I also sell the 
printed book in person for only $19 check or 
cash. Find me at the Chicago ANA Wednesday 
8/14 - Friday 8/16 and Long Beach Expo 
Thursday 9/5. Send an email and we can 
exchange phone numbers or otherwise make 
arrangements. 


Market Notes 

Is the sample slab market growing? It seems like more samples sell on eBay, at shows, and on social 
media than a few years ago. Is there a way to measure if this is true? 

I have been recording eBay sample slab sales in a spreadsheet since August 2013. Although this 
cannot capture every sale and has other flaws, it is the most complete sample slab pricing resource in 
existence, and now stands at about 9,000 records. According to this data, sample slab sales on eBay, 
the largest marketplace in our hobby niche, has grown steadily. 
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EBAY SAMPLE SLAB SALES PER MONTH 
January 2014 - May 2019 
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The blue line gives recorded sales each month, with the black line showing the trend. Sales continue 
to increase. Average sales increased from about 100 per month in 2014 to around 180 per month in 
the first few months of 2019. As interest grows, more enthusiasts pursue sample and related holders, 
increasing demand. At the same time, increased awareness brings forgotten slabs out of drawers, 
increasing supply. With both supply and demand growing, the market continues to expand. 

Increased demand raises prices while increased supply lowers them. The net effect is to keep prices 
overall stable compared to recent years. Exceptions exist, such as when a scarce slab, such as the 
previously unknown luncheon slabs described below, is bid up by today’s more numerous and 
enthusiastic collectors. 
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Looking at individual noteworthy sales: 


PCGS began giving away 
samples in a new market: 
Australia. Most are 
pedigreed to shows 
hosted by the 
Australasian Numismatic 
Dealers Association 
(ANDA), such as the 
two pieces pictured, (add 
photos) PCGS Gold 
Shield Grading also 
issued samples, 

pedigreed to individual 
shows, with Australia $1 


rr 


2019 50C 

PCGS Sample 
Australia 

Indigenous Languages 
ANDA Brisbane Money 




PCGS Sample 
Australia 

Invictus Games 
Sydney ANDA 2018 



and $2 notes from the 1980s and current US $1 notes. 



Supply for many samples is increasing, but what happens when 
today’s higher demand hits a previously unknown slab in a 
popular series? Bidders pay well to take it home. With its first 
recorded appearance on eBay, this early (January 2008) 
luncheon slab with proof Washington dollar earned $260.51. 
This is just short of the record price paid for a luncheon slab: 
$265 for the PCGS-025-4-20 “CU Forum Lunch Crew” in 
November 2018. 


In a similar situation, this August 7, 2009 luncheon slab with a 
proof James Polk dollar earned $203.50. The book lists holders 
from the same event with John Tyler and Zachary Taylor 
dollars, but the Polk coin was unknown until now. 
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The listing for NGC-Agl-4-2 (a probably unique Titanic medal) 
describes two other likely unique samples based on information 
in the NGC cert verifier. One of them appeared for sale in June, 
a silver medal commemorating revolutionary period glassblowing. 
The market, including me, did not realize this was a unique piece 
until too late and it earned a modest $54. 


Blank Label PCGS Rattler - Does It Exist, and If So, What Is It? 


A PCGS rattler containing a 1960 dime and 
a completely blank green label sold in an 
eBay auction on 4/27/19 for $510. The 
seller did not specifically state its origin but 
made the reasonable guess that it was “some 
kind of testing.” Although an intriguing 
holder, that I would be glad to own, I chose 
not to bid because it was offered by a new 
seller named “morga-8362” with zero 
feedback. 

Looking over the bid history, the winning 
bid was by an established eBay member with 
8,000+ feedback. Several bids, however, 
were by a member with zero feedback. 

(EBay lists partial bidder IDs in bid histories 
to protect privacy and discourage direct 
communication between members. The partial ID was “-***a”.) This zero-feedback member made 
several bid’s on Morga-8362’s other auction, including the winning bid. Morga-8362’s feedback now 
stands at -1, with the only entry a negative rating on the blank rattler auction. The winning bidder 
noted, “Dishonest seller. Cancelled sale after someone offered more. Avoid!” 



PCGS Blank Label Sample 
(Old Holder) 

US$510.00 +Free Shipping 
37 bids | Ended 


Do you know anything about this holder you can share with the slab collecting community? Does it 
exist? Where is it now? Who sold it and how did they get it? Most importandy, why and when was it 
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made? I posted the eBay result on Instagram and received comments from several people, some of 
whom said they had met or dealt with the seller. Some respected collectors vouch for the seller, 
while other respected collectors make accusations. This appears to be a scarce and important holder 
we would all like to know more about. 


Sample Slabs in Coin World, Again 


^ Available Episodes 


Coin World, the most popular numismatic publication, again featured 
sample slabs, this time in the weekly Coin World Podcast from June 17 
(episode 12) . Jeff Starck and Chris Bullfinch invited me as a guest and we 
discussed samples, slab collecting, unique holders, and related topics. Put it 
on for your next drive. 



SEASON 1 • EPISODE 12 

EP012: Fly Like an 
Eagle: Eagles, 
Sacagawea, and 
David Schwager 


+ 


Jeff and Chris consider the 
numismatic role of Cheerios, and 
interview David Schwager, an expert 
on sample slabs. 


New Sample Slab Issuers - CNAG and TCC 


EBay seller numis-nerd sold several recent samples, including these show holders from previously 
unknown issuers. According to the seller, both were given to journalists at the 2017 Beijing 
International Coin Expo. Some work with the Google Translate app confirms that the Chinese 
characters refer to this show. It is unclear what the acronyms CNAG and TCC represent. Strangely, 
the back label of the TCC slab includes a picture of a PMG holder. 
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Although they raise as many questions as answers, both fall squarely into the show slab category and 
quality as new sample issuers. 



Sample Collectors Meeting at the Chicago ANA - Friday August 16, 2019 6:00 pm 


For the fourth year in a row, sample collectors will meet at the 
annual ANA World’s Fair of Money. This is an informal meeting of 
a few enthusiasts talking about our mutual interest. 

With a location to be announced a day or two before the event, the 
meeting will be in or near the Stephens Convention Center that 
hosts the convention. Friday, 8/16, when the bourse closes at 6 pm. 
I plan to find a spot when I arrive in Chicago Wednesday evening 
and inform the mailing list. If you have advice on a location, let me 
know at davidschwager@hotmail.com 



Buying and Selling 
Buying 

I always buy sample collections or better single slabs for inventory. For my own collection, I look 
for samples from obscure or unlisted grading services (such as CCCS, Global, or International), gold 
coin samples, and rarities from all services, davidschwager@hotmail.com 

I will pay: 

$200 for a copy of ConderlOl’s 2003 slab book, Third Party Grading / Certification Services & Slab 
/ Certificate Varieties. 
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$285 (which will be a record price for a luncheon slab) for the PCGS “CU Forum Lunch Crew” 
holder with a New York quarter. 

Full catalog prices for PCGS Japan 100 yen, PMG Austria 1000 kroner (or other currency samples 
with oversize notes), and PCGS Canada 10 cent and 25 cent. 

Selling 

Want to win a gold coin sample 
slab? 


The Numismatic Association 
of Southern California (NASC) 
holds an annual drawing at its 
August convention featuring 25 
gold coins. The attractive top 
prize is a 1924 Saint-Gaudens 
$20 that will remain in its NGC 
MS65 holder. Of even greater 
interest to sample collectors, 

ANACS put 24 of the 25 coins 
in sample slabs. See here for a 
list. The drawing is August 25 and you do not need to be present to win. NASC calls the winners 
and mails their prizes. As a bonus, a Silver Eagle in the same holder will be given away each hour. 

Not many gold coin samples exist, and this is an opportunity to win one while helping coin clubs. 

Tickets are $2 each or six tickets for $10. I already bought multiple packs of six. To buy, send PayPal 
to davidschwager@hotmail.com or email me for an address to mail a check. I can also take 
Facebook Messenger payments or Venmo. Be sure to include your phone number so NASC can call 
you when you win. I will mail the ticket stubs to you on request. 




Sample Slab Update #32— June 2019 (sent 6/30/19). Published about every two months by David 
Schwager, Fountain Valley, California, davidschwager@hotmail.com . Please email me to be added to 
or removed from the mailing list. Comments and submissions are welcome. If you would like to 
place a brief buy or sell ad in the next Sample Slab Update at no charge, please send an email. See 
SampleSlabBook.com for past issues. Instagram @schwagerdavid 
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